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Diary Dates 

Monday 6th November 

Applications for primary 

school places Reception 

2024 opens 

www.essex.gov.uk/
admissions  

Friday 10th November  

Creative for Climate 

Justice exhibition 

Monday 13th & Thursday 

16th November 

Parents’ evening  

consultations 

Collective Worship theme: ‘How can we make a difference?’-Courageous  Advocacy 

 

Friday 3rd November ‘23  

Self-motivation Honesty Imaginative Nurturing Empathy 

Hello Parents and Carers, 

St John's were asked to join the get creative for climate justice, a project that not only ed-
ucates our children but also helps young people to think critically about the question of 
climate justice and how to best respond to it. Our children will use their artistic skills to be 
courageous advocates to sustain a better living on their futures.  

The project will host a national art exhibition in the Houses of Parliament during the 
COP28 climate change conference in December, during this conference they will be dis-
playing some of the chosen artwork that schools across the nation 
have created.   

To engage the children, we held a ‘Zero Emissions’ day on Tuesday 
and we worked all day without any electricity. We have completed 
lots of art work and will be inviting you to an ‘Creative for Climate’ 
art Exhibition on Friday 10th November straight after school. 

The theme for collective worship this week was ‘How can we make 
a difference?’ and we looked at social injustice. The children were 
introduced to what toilet poverty is and came up with the idea of 
decorating toilet seats and raising money to buy a toilet in another 
country for someone in need. On Thursday 16th November chil-
dren will be asked to bring in money to twin a toilet with another country. 1 toilet only 
costs £60 and the children have the target of 2 and a half toilets. More information about 
the day will be shared closer to the event. 

On Friday we will be having the book fair delivered and it will be in our school for a week. 
This will give you the opportunity to come into school and buy books. The more books 

bought means that we get more funding for our own 
purchases of books. They will also be available at Par-
ents’ evening as well. 

Next week, Teachers will be out on the playground after 
school to book parents’ evening appointments. Please 
see teachers to book appointments. 

With the portal for primary school applications opening on Monday 6th November, we are 
still able to have reception intake tours this half term. Please encourage anyone you know 
to have a look around our lovely school.   We also have spaces in KS2. 

With the evenings getting darker, remember to look after yourself and your loved ones as 
these changes can be challenging for some. Have a lovely weekend! 

Miss Gage 

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Self-motivation Honesty Imaginative Nurturing Empathy 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.20am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

Please Note: Trainers are not permitted. Black shoes for boys and girls only.      

Children can bring trainers into school to change into at breaktime if they wish to.  

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Feel free to pack a healthy snack for your child to have a breaktime, crisps, sweets 

and fizzy drinks are not permitted.  

 

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - information will be posted on the Home Page of 

the school website: 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/ 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School 

Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 

 

Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you 

can—but no later than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  

Any orders placed after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 This Week YTD 

Infants 96.22% 97.03% 

Lower Juniors 91.45% 97.27% 

Upper Juniors 92.11% 96.34% 

Whole School 93.73% 96.90% 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold awards 3
rd
 November 2023 

SELF MOTIVATION 

Pebmarsh Cup –  George 

George, you received the most votes from your class this week!  Nearly everyone that voted for you used the work 

“kind” to describe you which is something that can’t always be taught, it comes from within you.  Your classmates 

have also said you are caring and helpful.  You impressed the rest of the class by doing a huge piece of homework 

that you weren’t even asked to do, you did it off your own back which is so impressive especially as one of our school 

values is self-motivation.  Well done George. 

Upper Juniors  - Starr 

You have had amazing self motivation  this week and it has been amazing to watch you shine.  Your confi-

dence in the class has grown this term and it has been wonderful to watch you strive for excellence.  Contin-

ue to push yourself and your learning will be easier and even more fun. 

Lower Juniors –   Toby 

Toby, each morning you arrive at school with a confident and ambitious attitude to your learning.  You 

come in, open your book and start your morning work straight away, showing me that you’re ready to 

learn.  You have developed into a self-motivated learner through your enthusiasm and inquisitive approach 

to learning.  Well done.  

Infants –     Luca 

WOW Luca! What an amazing week you have had in Owl Class. Your self motivation at learning tasks has 

shot through the roof - particularly with your writing. You are focussed, engaged in all you are doing, trying 

your hardest and independently using what you have been taught when approaching your learning. This has 

been noticed by all of the adults within the class. 

Being self-motivated can be hard - but we can do hard things - and this week you have smashed it! You are a 

role model for others.  Well done.  

 

Highest attendance award goes to Infants this week! 

 

 

 

 

 

If you intend to take your child out of school for any reason 

other than illness or medical appointments, please complete 

a leave of absence form.  These are available from the 

school office . 

 

  







 Date Yr Group Event 

6th September Whole School Back to school for Autumn Term – Meet the Teachers 

19th & 20th 
September 

Whole School Individual school photographs 

28th  
September 

Whole School Harvest Festival at church at 9.30am – all welcome 

5th October Whole School  Times Table Rock Stars Day 

13th & 16th 
October 

Year 5 & 6 Bikeability 

20th October Whole School Break up for half term 

    Half Term 

30th October Whole School Non pupil day 

31st October Year 6 Closing day for secondary school places 

9th November Whole School Perform workshop in school 

10th November Upper Juniors Learning Together 2.00pm-3.00pm 

10th November Whole School Scholastic book fair for one week 

10thNovember Whole School Get Creative for Climate change exhibition 

13th November Whole School Parents’ consultation evenings 

16th November Whole School Parents’ consultation evenings 

17th November Whole School  Children in Need Day – wear something spotty 

17th November Whole School  Scholastic book orders to be in 

21st November Whole School  Flu jabs in school 

24th November Lower Juniors Learning Together 2.00pm-3.00pm 

30th November Whole School Pantomime Day 

5th December Infants Learning Together 2.00pm-3.00pm 

8th December Whole School  Bring a bottle for non uniform day 

9th December Whole School FoPS Christmas Fair 

11th December Infants Nativity performance 2.00pm 

12th December Infants Nativity performance 5.30pm 

14th December Whole School Christmas meal day & wear a Christmas jumper 

18th December Whole School Christmas carol concert at church 

20th December Whole School Break up for Christmas return on Thursday 4th Jan 

      

      


