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Friday 26h January 2024 

Self-motivation Honesty Imaginative Nurturing Empathy 
Collective worship theme: Imaginative and The Creation Story 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
Thank you all for acting quickly on Monday when we informed you that we were unable to 
provide any school dinners. It was greatly appreciated that you were active in spreading the 
word far and wide and I heard that some parents heard the message 
4 times. Just a reminder that the cut off for ordering school dinners is 
9am on a Thursday and if you make any amendments after this time 
you will need to speak to the office as the report has already been 
run.  
 
We have Bingo Night on Friday 9th February in the school hall at 6pm 
in the school hall. Tickets are selling fast so please make sure that you 
drop the money into the school office to secure your place. 
 
On Friday last week, KS2 were lucky enough to take part in a musical performance looking at 
music from different cultures. It was lovely to see the children so actively engaged and asking 
lots of questions. Koala class even got up and had a little dance.  
 

There has been lots of exciting learning this week linked to our topics. 
Panther class turned their classroom into the trenches with No Man’s 
land in the middle. The children had to work in cramped conditions 
for the afternoon and duck every time they heard the whistle. They 
even got to use the periscope to see over into their enemies’ trench. 
Owls were lucky enough to see a tipper truck (who became stuck on 
our field following a delivery) and a tractor that was trimming the 
hedges outside of school. We took the opportunity to stand in the 
street and watch the amazing event. If you have any access to amaz-
ing transport that would engage our Owl class in their topic of 
transport and travel, then please let us know.  
 
This week we have been celebrating the Creation story and how be-
ing imaginative can help us with our learning. We have shared the 
Creation story and today in Collective worship, we created the sound-
scape that could make the story come alive. The children used their 
imagination to make the noises of wind, water animals and even stars 
and we all had a really great time.  

 
As we are all ‘Curious to explore the wider world’ each week Mr 
Chinnery leads collective worship looking at world news and this 
is a great way for children to keep up to date with what is hap-
pening in the world. Each week, in the newsletter I will share 
some world news articles that you can share at home with your 
children. This will help them to continue being curious at home.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. Miss Gage 

United we strive for excellence- 

together we shine 

 

Diary Dates 

6th February 

Safer internet day 

9th February 

FOPS Bingo night 6pm 

14th February 

Ash Wednesday service 

in church 9.10am 

16th February 

Break up for half term 

 

 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.20am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

Please Note: Trainers are not permitted. Black shoes for boys and girls only.      

Children can bring trainers into school to change into at breaktime if they wish to.  

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Feel free to pack a healthy snack for your child to have a breaktime, crisps, sweets 

and fizzy drinks are not permitted.  

 

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - information will be posted on the Home Page of 

the school website: 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/ 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School 

Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 

 

Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you 

can—but no later than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  

Any orders placed after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 This Week YTD 

Infants 96.25% 96.08% 

Lower Juniors 97.37% 95.11% 

Upper Juniors 90.28% 95.34% 

Whole School 95.07% 95.60% 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold awards 26
th
 January 2024 

Pebmarsh Cup –  Freddie  

Freddie, this week your class have voted you to receive the Pebmarsh cup.  You are really 

thoughtful and helpful to everyone in the class.  You are a very hard worker and you achieve 

so much.  You deserve this award because you are funny and very imaginative and we all like 

you A LOT!!  Thank you for always being honest and nurturing us as your friends. 

Upper Juniors  - Astrid 

Your imagination is a wonderful and wild force of nature.  As an avid reader, you have de-

veloped a wonderful voice in writing and your knowledge of vocabulary always amazes me.  

Keep up being an imaginative reader and writer and remember us when you’re a famous au-

thor! 

Lower Juniors – Fleur 

For the last two weeks, your class were asked to create a voyage story.  You used your imagi-

nation to guide your writing and as a result, your story was filled with creativity that really 

captured the audience.  Keep up the hard work, we are all very excited about what else you 

will bring to our class this year. 

Lower Juniors—Griff 

Griff, this week you have really impressed us all with your creative and imaginative  response 

to the  poem writing competition.  Your imagination  has no limits and we can’t wait to hear 

where it takes you next!  Fabulous work Griff, keep it up! 

Infants – Leo 

Leo, you have blown Mrs Watkins away this week with your non-chronological report writ-

ing.  You have embraced your writing, researching and introduction writing with enthusiasm 

and a ‘just get on with it’ attitude.  You have used your imagination to add just a little some-

thing else to your writing that makes it stand out.  Well done Leo.  

 

Highest attendance award goes to Lower Juniors this week! 

 

If you intend to take your child out of school for any reason 

other than illness or medical appointments, please complete 

a leave of absence form.  These are available from the 

school office . 

 

  



Your weekly World News 









Date Yr Group Event 

4th January Whole school Back to school 

5th January Whole School St John’s got Talent 

8th January Lower Juniors Forest school 

8th January Whole School Clubs start 

15th January   Applications for primary school places 

 September 2024 closing date 

15th January Infants Forest school 

18th January Whole School National Thesaurus Day- Come dressed as a word! 

19th January Parents FOPS meeting- come and we what we are all about 

19th January KS2 A lesson in Spanish guitar and Violin 

22nd January Upper Juniors Forest school 

22nd January Whole School Energy saving week 

29th January Infants Forest school 

5th February Lower Juniors Forest school 

6th February Whole school Safer internet day 

9th February All welcome FOPS bingo night 6pm-8pm 

12th February Infants Forest school 

14th February  Whole school Ash Wednesday service in church 9.10am—all welcome 

16th February Whole school Break up for half term 

26th February Whole school Return to school 

26th February Upper Juniors Forest school 

4th March Infants Forest school 

7th March Whole school  World book day 

11th March Whole school  Parents’ evening consultations 

11th March Lower Juniors Forest school 

12th March Lower Juniors Learning together-Science week 

14th March Infants Learning together-Science week 

15th March Upper Juniors Learning together-Science week 

13th March Whole school  Parents’ evening consultations 

18th March Infants Forest school 

25th March Upper Juniors Forest school 

28th Marcjh Whole school Easter service in church 9.10am —all welcome 

28th March Whole school Break up for Easter 

St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term  January-March 2024 

Parent calendar 


