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Friday 11th July 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantastic week it has been at our school! We couldn’t be prouder of 
our Key Stage 2 children who put on three amazing performances 
of Hairspray this week. The energy and enthusiasm on stage truly captivated 
our audience, and we are so proud of all involved for their hard work and 
dedication. A huge thank you to Jess Soper as well who 
took some beautiful photos at the Hairspray dress re-
hearsal! 

On Wednesday, we had a special visit from our local 
library, who engaged the children in an assembly about 
the Summer Reading Challenge. Please do sign up for 
this wonderful opportunity, as it’s an excellent way to 
encourage your children to keep reading throughout 
the summer months. 

Additionally, we warmly welcomed our new Owlets, 
and what a delight it was to spend time with our new-
est members ahead of September! Their smiles and 
excitement are sure to bring even more joy to our 
school community. 

Our Key Stage 2 children also represented the school today at District Sports 
at Hedingham School. A huge well done to everyone who participated – you 
were all fantastic! 

Lastly, a massive thank you to Friends of the Primary School (FOPs) for or-
ganising our best summer fair yet! We raised an astonishing total of 
£3,339.30, and our heartfelt gratitude goes out to the team who stepped in 
at the last minute to ensure everything went smoothly. We truly appreciate 
your effort! 

Don’t forget, next Friday is the Year 6 leavers’ assembly, which will begin at 
9:15am. Everyone is welcome to join us in celebrating this special occasion! 

Have a lovely weekend. It is set to be a scorcher! 

Miss Gage United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

 

Diary Dates 

15th July  

9am—Headteacher cuppa 

and chat 

18th July  

9.15am—Leavers’ assembly 

in church—all welcome 

3.30pm—Leavers’ disco 

 

1st September  

Non pupil day 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to  Panthers who won the highest attendance award for the month of 

June 2025 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are not permitted. Black shoes for boys and girls only.      

Children can bring trainers into school to change into at breaktime if they wish to.  

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - information will be posted on the home page of 

the school website: 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/ 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School 

Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 

Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you 

can—but no later than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  

Any orders placed after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 90% 90.80% 

Infants 96.55% 94.23% 

Lower Juniors 99.33% 95.91% 

Upper Juniors 93.81% 94.50% 

Whole School 95.79% 94.17% 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 11th July 2025 

Pebmarsh Cup – Foxx 

Foxx, the Owlets class have nominated you to receive the Pebmarsh cup this week!  They said 

you are really good fun to play with, you always say sorry if you accidentally hurt someone and 

you join in with everything.  We love having you in our class Foxx! 

Panthers and Koalas— The whole cast of Hairspray 

Key Stage 2 -  over the past few weeks every one of you have sang and danced your socks off, 

helping make our school show the amazing show it is. Your outfits nearly shined as much as you 

did!  Your confidence in your performances progressed so well, the audience couldn't take their 

eyes off you.  We have received fantastic feedback from the audiences and we couldn’t be proud-

er!! 

Owls – Sam – Self-motivation 

Sam, you are someone who shows all of our school values all of the time. Your enthusiasm for 

learning is infectious and you always try your hardest. You are kind, polite and are always helping 

others whenever you see a need. Thank you for being you and never stop being you. 

Owlets –   Foxx – Self-motivation 

You have been incredible with all the changes lately, and Mrs Lock was blown away with your 

imagination in Curious Quests.  You were a superstar at sports day and have worked so hard in 

drawing club.  Well done Foxx, we are all so proud of how far you have come this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

Charlotte Hubbard and Alisha Abbott 

The way you came together to support the FOPS to create 

the best summer fair yet! Thank you for your hard work. I 

am overly grateful and forever in your debt! 



We're excited to invite you to our Charity Family Fun Day on Saturday, August 30th, from 11:00 AM to 4:30 PM at Rayne 
Village Hall & Playing Field CM77 6TX 



Essex Wildlife Trust will soon be welcoming entries to our annual art competition, Coastal Creations, in 
celebration of Essex's coastal landscapes, habitats, and species.  

 

This competition is open to anyone living in Essex, and this year we will be adding a '16 and under' catego-
ry. We hope that you will encourage your students to enter. They can do so individually, or you are wel-
come to submit group entries if you'd like to create something as a whole class or school. 

 

The theme for the competition is 'Coastal Essex' - think orange seals, stretches of beach huts, curious 
crabs, soaring seabirds, sailing adventures, seagrass meadows, exquisite jellyfish and more! Artwork can 
be created in any manner, whether it's drawn, painted, sculpted, collaged, or sewn. 

 

Last year, one of our winners was Abba, aged 11, from Braintree, with her painting 'Joel the hermit crab'. 
We have attached our poster (featuring Abba's winning artwork) for you to share with your students.  







Want to know more? 

Visit the official Summer Reading Challenge website for free activities, videos, book recommendations and more.  
 

Keep up-to-date! Follow @EssexLibraries on Facebook, Instagram and X. 

What do families think? 

 

“I never liked reading before because of this challenge I got the courage to read more books and I have more interest in 

books. This has been the greatest experience ever in my life to read more books than before thanks.” 

 

 

 

“My daughter has moved up a reading level at school thanks to the Summer Reading Challenge!” 

 

 

 

“As a mother of a five-year-old boy I am so happy and thankful for this free summer reading challenge. My boy was putting in 

effort to read the books so that he will be rewarded with a medal and certificate at the end of the reading challenge. This has 

motivated him to get reading and he was so excited to read more.” 

 

 

“My children are reluctant to read during school holidays but the structured Summer Reading Challenge helps overcome 

their reluctance.” 

 

 

 

“We have taken part for the last 10 years with all of my children. It’s almost a tradition to do it. Staff were brilliant with my 

autistic child.” 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/EssexLibraries/
http://www.instagram.com/essexlibraries/
http://www.twitter.com/essexlibraries


Dear Parent / Carer 

Your child is invited to sign up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Sign up for FREE at your local library! 

What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 

The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the school summer holidays – and to enjoy read-

ing anything they like! All children are invited to read books and/or complete reading-related activities, and collect rewards. 

It’s completely FREE to take part.   

It is an amazing way to boost children’s confidence – last year 72% of children taking part felt more confident reading. 

Why should my child sign up? 

They will be better prepared to return to school in the autumn. 

The Challenge supports the move into a new year group. 

Becoming more independent in their reading boosts children’s confidence and self-esteem. 

The library provides free access to books and fun family activities all through the summer. 

Library staff are on hand to offer support and book recommendations. 

Your child will be part of a UK-wide programme developed by The Reading Agency and delivered in partnership with the public 
library network. 

How can my child take part? (Library OR online) 

In the library. Visit your local library and sign up. Your child will: 

Aim to borrow and read six books (any combination of books, eBooks and audiobooks) and/or complete a range of read-

ing-related activities. 

Receive a Challenge folder and collect special stickers and rewards for reading. 

OR 
If you can’t get to the library, take part in the Online challenge at: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

Sign up on the official Challenge website. 

Set a reading goal and get book recommendations and tips. 

Unlock digital badges and online rewards, including a printable certificate. 

When? 

Throughout the summer holidays from 19 July to 6 September. Unsure where your closest library is? Use the Essex Library 
Service website to check. 

Head to your local library this summer and sign up! If you have any questions, please ask staff in the library.   

We look forward to seeing you! 

Best wishes 

Essex Library Service 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/join-in
https://readingagency.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/our-library-locations-and-opening-times
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/our-library-locations-and-opening-times


Spaces are now available at the following events:  

 

What's On at Holly's Forest Sessions 2025?  

 

Wild Bushcraft Holiday Club - day 27/May 25 

 

Wild Bushcraft Holiday Club - day 23/Jul 25 

 

Wild Bushcraft Holiday Club - day 27/Aug 25 

 

Home Ed Families - morning 22/Jul 25 

 

Family Fun Session - morning 24/Jul 25 

 

Birthday Parties year round: http://www.hollysforestsessions.com/

parties 

 

Bookings: http://www.hollysforestsessions.com/payment 

 

All are welcome to book in advance onto the children's holiday club 

and family mornings, spaces are limited.  

 

Holly Hilder | Forest School Leader | Holly's Forest Sessions  

WEB hollysforestsessions.com 

EVENTS  facebook.com/hollysforestsessions/events 

BOOK/PAY hollysforestsessions.com/payment 

JOIN EVENTS MAILING LIST 

Forest School Holiday Club 

http://www.hollysforestsessions.com/parties
http://www.hollysforestsessions.com/parties
http://www.hollysforestsessions.com/payment




St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term April to July 2025 

Parent Calendar 

Date Yr Group Event 

    HALF TERM 

2nd June Whole school Non-pupil day 

6th June Whole School FOPS Family bingo night 

9th June Year 3 Forest School – LEARNING TOGETHER WITH PARENTS 2-2.45pm 

10th June Whole School Class photographs—postponed until the 25th June 

16th June Owls Forest School 

17th June Owls and Owlets Key Stage one visit to the beach—Frinton on Sea 

20th June Panthers Class trip to Royal Observatory  

23rd June Owlets Forest School—LEARNING TOGETHER WITH PARENTS 1-1.30pm 

23rd June Year 6 Forest School – LEARNING TOGETHER WITH PARENTS 2-2.45pm 

24th June Key stage 2 Essex Schools Farming Day  

25th June Whole School Class photographs  

26th June All welcome Headteacher cuppa and a chat 2-3pm 

26th & 27th June Year 6 Transition days to secondary school 

30th June Year 2 Forest School—LEARNING TOGETHER WITH PARENTS 2-2.45pm 

3rd July Whole School  Sports Day – NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS TODAY 

5th July Whole School FOPS summer fete 1.00pm—4.00pm 

7th July Year 4 Forest School—LEARNING TOGETHER WITH PARENTS 2-2.45pm 

8th July Koalas and Panthers Dress rehearsal for  ‘Hairspray’ KS2 summer performance  

8th July Koalas and Panthers Summer performance of Hairspray at 1.00pm in village hall 

9th July Koalas and Panthers Summer performance of Hairspray at 9.30am in village hall 

10th July Koalas and Panthers Summer performance of Hairspray at 5.00pm in village hall 

12th July Whole School FOPS summer fete reserve date 

14th July Owls Forest School 

15th July All welcome Headteacher cuppa and a chat 9-10am 

18th July All welcome Leavers’ assembly 9.15-10.15am 

18th July Whole School Leavers’ disco/festival 3.30pm-5.00pm 

21st July Panthers Forest School 

22nd July Whole School  Break up for summer holidays 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


