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Friday 9th January 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year to each and every one of you! I hope 2026 brings you all peace and 
happiness. It has been lovely seeing everyone back in school and hearing all about the 
children’s Christmas and New Year celebrations. 

This week, Koala class were lucky enough to jet off on a Jet2 holiday on Thursday, ex-
ploring all around Europe. They enjoyed inflight snacks and had a great time! I am ea-
gerly awaiting a postcard from their trip to share with you all. 

Looking ahead, Thursday next week is Times Table Rockstar Day! We are looking for-
ward to seeing everyone dress up and show off their rockstar spirit. It promises to be a 
fun-filled day! 

We started the week with swimming lessons for the Koalas, and we are ending it with 
some very exciting news to share with you. Miss Batten-Jones is expecting a baby later 
on in the year! We are all so excited to welcome her new arrival in the summer term. 

Please take a moment to look at page 4 for advice on childhood illnesses. This infor-
mation should help you determine whether or not to send your child to school, but 
please do always contact the school office if you are in any doubt. 

Club letters were sent out this week, and if you haven’t done so already, please sign 
your child up as spaces are limited and we operate on a first come, first served basis. 

On page 5, you will find an advert from the Elizabeth School of Dance, who are running 
a dance club on the Monday of the February half term. It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
our budding dancers! 

Finally, on the last page of this newsletter, you will find the dates for parents’ evening 
consultations. These will be held during the school day, with one early evening date 
available. Please make a note of your child’s class allocated date, as time slots will be 
allocated closer to the day. 

Wishing you all a wonderful week ahead! 

Miss Gage 

 

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

 

Diary Dates 

W/C 12th January 

After school clubs start 

21st January 

Young Voices concert at the O2 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to KOALA CLASS for the highest attendance in December! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are not permitted. Black shoes for boys and girls only.      

Children can bring trainers into school to change into at breaktime if they wish to.  

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - information will be posted on the home page of 

the school website: 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/ 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School 

Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 

Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you 

can—but no later than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  

Any orders placed after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 92.86% 95.76% 

Infants 88.79% 94.53% 

Lower Juniors 91.81% 95.94% 

Upper Juniors 94.06% 94.87% 

Whole School 91.65% 95.21% 

https://www.st-john.essex.sch.uk/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 9
th
 January 2026 

Pebmarsh Cup - Mariella 

Mariella, your class have nominated you for the Pebmarsh cup. They have said that you are kind and a great friend 

who is always fun to play with and very welcoming.  Your classmates say that you are a lovely person to be around 

who is always willing to help others with their work whilst setting a great example with your own work.  Your class 

also think you are very funny and say that you brighten their day!  Well done Mariella! 

Panthers - Stan: Self-motivation.  

Stan, you have had a fantastic start to the new year! You have applied yourself brilliantly in lessons showing great 

focus and making mature decisions to help your learning.  This has shown in your work as the great care you have 

taken has produced some incredible results, especially when writing your Cinquain.  Well done Stan, keep this bril-

liant start to the new year going! 

Koalas –  Amber for Self-motivation.  

Amber, you have fostered such a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards your learning, and it truly shows each and 

every day. You come into the classroom eager to learn, ready to take on new challenges, and excited to share your 

knowledge and ideas with the rest of the class in such a thoughtful and articulate way. Your confidence allows you to 

express yourself clearly and respectfully, and it encourages others to do the same. You are a confident and capable 

individual who brings a wonderful spark to our classroom, lighting it up with your energy, curiosity, and positive 

mindset. 

Owls – Herbie for Self-motivation and imaginative 

Herbie you have come back after the Christmas holidays absolutely on fire with your learning. Your imagination 

knows no bounds and we have given you a challenge too about capital letters and you are absolutely determined to 

meet it. You have been eager to share your knowledge with us all about any topic we have touched on and have had 

a smile on your face that beams from ear to ear which is infectious! You are a superstar. Well done 

Owlets – Albie for Self-motivation 

Albie, you have come back to school after Christmas and are making all the right choices.  You are sitting beautifully 

and you have an amazing attitude towards your learning.  You are a good friend to everyone in the class and an 

even greater role mode. 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Amber-Koala class 

You have blown me away this week with your 

dedication to your times tables. I have seen so 

much progress in only a week! I hope that on 

TTRS you become a Rock Legend and one day you 

may even be the fastest one in the school! 









St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 

Date Yr Group Event 

5th January Whole School Non-pupil day 

6th January Koalas Swimming lessons start 

8th January Owls Forest School 

15th January Koalas Forest School 

21st January School Choir Young Voices concert at the O2 

22nd January Owls Forest School 

27th January Koalas No swimming today 

28th January EYFS & Year 6 Height and weight checks 

29th January Panthers Forest School 

5th February Owls Forest School 

12th February Koalas Forest School 

13th February Whole School Break up for half term 

    HALF TERM 

23rd February Whole School Return to school 

24th February Koalas Last swimming lesson 

26th February Owls Forest School 

5th March Panthers Forest School 

12th March Owls Forest School 

16th March Owls Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3 pm 

17th March Owlets Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—12pm 

17th March  Whole School Parents’ consultation meetings 3.30pm—5pm 

18th March Koalas Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3pm 

19th March Panthers Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3pm 

19th March Koalas Forest School 

26th March Owls Forest School 

27th March Whole School Break up for Easter 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


