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Friday 13th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantastic week it has been at our school! Our Year 2 children had THE BEST day 
at St. Peter’s Primary School in Sible Hedingham on Tuesday for the animal-themed 
singing day. A huge thank you to Mrs Lock and Mrs Watkins for taking the children and 
joining in the fun! We also want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Miss Bush and Mrs 
Stacey for looking after the Year 1 children all day; they had a wonderful time with you. 

The children have also started a block of Indian dancing lessons his week. The videos 
looked amazing and I cannot wait to join in next week. All classes will  be having a 
chance to take part. 

On Wednesday, our Panther Class enjoyed an exciting afternoon at Braintree Town Hall, 
where they attended a Green Creative Careers event. The children learned about a vari-
ety of fascinating jobs, including beekeeping, working with wind turbines, and even how 
technology can help save our planet. It was a great event, and we are proud to say that 
the children were impeccably behaved! 

Today, we are all buzzing with excitement for the school disco! DJ Nichols is in da 
house, and we can’t wait to see everyone dancing the night away. A massive thank you 
to our incredible FOPS team for arranging this event and for the special gift sale at 
lunchtimes this week. Your efforts truly make a difference to our children’s experienc-
es. 

Looking ahead to Monday, we are thrilled to welcome Dave Holmes, who will be mak-
ing pizzas with our Koala Class. This activity will support their learning about Europe, 
and what better way to start than with delicious Italian cuisine? We are so fortunate to 
have such amazing parents in our community who support us in these endeavours. 

Lastly, a gentle reminder that our parents’ consultation meetings are scheduled for 
next week. We can’t wait to share your child’s progress with you! These meetings will 
be held in the Headteacher’s office, and please remember to sign in at reception. 

We have received some feedback from villagers regarding cars parked during drop-off 
and pick-up times, particularly near the war memorial. We kindly ask that you be safe, 
mindful, and considerate, as we wish to maintain good relations with our local commu-
nity. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
Warm regards, 

Miss Gage 
United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

 

Diary Dates 

13th March 

FOPS Spring Disco 

3.30pm-5pm 

W/C 16th March 

Parents’ consultations 

25th March 

Panthers and Owls to 

IWM, Duxford 

26th March 

Easter Service in church 

9.15am—all welcome 

27th March 

Break up for Easter 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to KOALA CLASS for the highest attendance in February! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 93.57% 93.25% 

Infants 94.44% 93.95% 

Lower Juniors 94.33% 95.98% 

Upper Juniors 93.60% 94.91% 

Whole School 94.07% 94.71% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 13
th
 March 2026 

Pebmarsh Cup - Finley  
 

Finley you have been nominated for the Pebmarsh cup by your classmates. They have said that you  are a fantastic 

friend as well as a leader, who planned a fantastic forest school session that everyone enjoyed. They also said how 

kind you were and that no matter what someone was thinking or feeling, you were always willing to listen to them 

and help them find a solution. But, aside from everything else, everyone in the class is incredibly impressed by how 

hard you work, no matter what issues or problems present themselves you always give it your best go with a smile 

on your face! 

Well done Finley, you are a fantastic role model for the entire school and we are lucky to have you in our class.  

 

Panthers -Oliver for self-motivation. 

Oliver, throughout the entire of year five you have grown and developed into a fantastic learner. You consistently 

embrace new challenges and show a sense of enjoyment and pride when you learn something new.   This is incredi-

bly evident in your writing, not only have you improved the content of your writing but you have also embraced the 

challenge of cursive handwriting, which you have overcome fantastically.  Well done Oliver, keep this positive atti-

tude going as you are capable of anything!  

Koalas –   Charles – Self-motivation 

You have really come out of your shell since joining us in Year 3. Every morning you come through the door with a 

lovely welcome that fills our hearts. I am so proud of how well the presentation of your work has developed and 

how much effort you put into your work. We all love to hear your contributions in class, where you showcase your 

learning and understanding with us.  Keep up the hard work 

Owls – Frida – Self-motivation 

Frida, you have been working SO hard in class and outside of the classroom with Mrs Couttie too. You are becoming 

a more independent learner and your confidence in yourself is growing. On Tuesday you loved the Music Festival 

and joined in with all of the songs and took the day in your stride. It is a privilege to watch you blossom and shine 

your light brightly. Keep being you Frida - we think you are amazing. 

Owlets – Albie – Self-motivation 

Albie, you have been an absolute superstar this week and a fantastic role model to your peers.  You are thoughtful 

and kind to not only the other children, but members of staff too.  You are on fire with your learning too and we are 

so proud of you!  Well done, Albie. 

 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Reuben 

You have blown me away today with your focus and attention in 

phonics! You are a role model to everyone in your group and I 

think you are a superstar! 



















St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 

Date Yr Group Event 

5th January Whole School Non-pupil day 

6th January Koalas Swimming lessons start 

8th January Owls Forest School 

15th January Koalas Forest School 

15th January Whole School Times Table Rock Stars Day 

21st January School Choir Young Voices concert at the O2 

22nd January Owls Forest School 

27th January Koalas No swimming today 

28th January EYFS & Year 6 Height and weight checks 

29th January Panthers Forest School 

5th February Owls Forest School 

9th February Whole School Second hand uniform sale in library 

12th February Koalas Forest School 

13th February Whole School Break up for half term 

    HALF TERM 

23rd February Whole School Return to school 

24th February Koalas Last swimming lesson 

26th February Owls Forest School 

5th March Panthers Forest School 

5th March Whole School World Book Day 

10th March Year 2 Singing event at St. Peter’s School, Sible Hedingham 

11th March Panthers Green Creative Careers Event at Braintree Town Hall 

12th March Owls Forest School 

13th March Whole School FOPS Spring Disco 3.30pm-5pm 

16th March Owls Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3 pm 

17th March Owlets Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—12pm 

17th March  Whole School Parents’ consultation meetings 3.30pm—5pm 

18th March Koalas Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3pm 

19th March Panthers Parents’ consultation meetings 9am—3pm 

19th March Koalas Forest School 

25th  March Panthers and Owls Class trip to IWM, Duxford 

26th March Whole School Easter Service in church—all welcome 

26th March Owls Forest School 

27th March Whole School Break up for Easter 

      

      

      

      

      

      


