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Friday 24th April 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

What a fantastic week we’ve had at school! We wrapped up our Indian dancing 
sessions, and I must say, the children were absolutely brilliant. Their enthusiasm 
and energy lit up the hall, and it was wonderful to see them embracing the cul-
ture through dance. A big thank you to everyone who supported this initiative! 

If your child loves to sing, there are still spaces available in our Choir Club! It’s a 
wonderful opportunity for them to express themselves musically and make new 
friends. If you’re interested, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office for 
more information. 

In other news, we want to inform you that there will be changes to our wrapa-
round care. Please check your email on Class Dojo for the latest updates. It’s im-
portant to note that you will need to re-register before the 10th of May. If you 
have any questions or need assistance, feel free to reach out. 

Exciting times are ahead as we count down to the Halstead marathon! With on-
ly 2 weeks and 2 days to go, we can’t wait to cheer on Mr Nichols. We’ve 
attached a map of the course on page 5 for anyone wishing to come along and 
support him on the day. If you would like to contribute to his fundraising 
efforts, here’s the link: JustGiving - Mr Nichols. 

Next week, we’ll be welcoming parents into our classrooms to see our learning. 
If you’re interested in joining us, please let me know as I still have some space 
available for the reading tour next week. 

As the weather warms up, the children are relishing their time outside. To en-
hance their outdoor play, our dressing-up box is in need of a little replenish-
ment. If you have any costumes or accessories that you could donate, we would 
greatly appreciate it! 

Our book fair has arrived, please do come and have a look and maybe purchase 
something, it is here for one week. 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school communi-
ty. 

Warm re- gards, 

Miss Gage 

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Diary Dates 

24th April 

Book fair in school 

30th April 

Koalas trip to the  

British Museum 

10th May 

Halstead marathon 

(Mr Nichols is partici-

pating!) 

21st May 

Panther Class Trip to 

Braintree Museum 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/mrnichols?utm_medium=CF&utm_source=CL


ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to OWLS CLASS for the highest attendance in March! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 95.38% 92.11% 

Infants 96.44% 94.38% 

Lower Juniors  97.33% 95.9% 

Upper Juniors 93.6% 95.51% 

Whole School 94.34% 94.48% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 24
th
 April 2026 

Pebmarsh Cup – Amelia 

Amelia, this week, the Panthers have voted for you to receive the Pebmarsh Cup.  They say you are a good and kind 

friend, you make them laugh and you are so funny!  You always try your hardest. They have noticed you put your 

hand up more and have become much more courageous and resilient.  Well done Amelia, keep it up because you are 

on fire! 

Panthers – Mariella – Self-motivation 

Mariella, throughout your time with us the self-motivation you have shown has increased week on week and now 

truly represents who you are as a learner and as a person.  You are always looking for the next step in a process or 

willing to challenge what we are learning to deepen your understanding. You have also shown a tremendous amount 

of self-motivation when embracing your interest and you even started a club so you could share this with others. 

Well done Mariella, you are a fantastic learner, and it is a privilege to have you in our class 

Koalas –   Matthew – Self-motivation 

It is truly lovely to see you trying so hard in your learning, especially when it comes to your writing. Your efforts are 

shining through, and it brings big smiles to all of us!  I want to commend you on your fantastic self-regulation skills. 

When you need a break, you take the time to recharge and then rejoin the group with renewed energy. This ability 

to recognise your needs and manage your learning is a wonderful strength.  Keep up the great work, Matthew! Your 

determination and positive attitude are inspiring, and I am excited to see how you continue to grow. Remember, 

every step you take in your learning journey is something to be proud of. 

Owls – William – Self-motivation 

William - wow, what a start to the Summer Term you have had. You represented our class and school brilliantly with 

Eco Club last week at Cressing Temple Barns showing all of our school values. In class, you have been working away 

using all that you have learnt in all areas of learning and this week your amazing work was noted by The Faithful 

Friends who snuck a peek at your Science work and left it in the portal as an example of a WAGOLL. WOW! WOW! 

WOW! Keep shining brightly like this William - you are amazing 

Owlets – Hettie – Self-motivation 

Hettie, you have been incredible this week.  You have completely blown us away with your INDEPENDENT writing, 

and even telling us that you now love reading!  This was so lovely to hear and shows in your learning in school.  Not 

only this, but your mathematical knowledge has improved SO much, and you are always reeling off number facts to 

us which we love!  Well done Hettie, keep it up! 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Esmae-Owlets 

Your cheery smile everyday really brightens up 

my mood. No matter what is happening you are 

always a happy cheery young lady and your man-

ners are impeccable. Keep shining bright! 















St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 
Date Yr Group Event 

16th April Koalas Forest School 

17th April Eco club Cressing Temple Barns trip 

23rd April Owls Forest School 

30th April Panthers Forest School 

30th April Koalas Class trip to British Museum, London 

7th May Owls Forest School 

10th May Mr Nichols Halstead marathon 

14th May Panthers Forest School 

21st May Owls Forest School 

21st May Panthers Trip to Braintree Museum 

22nd May Whole School  Non pupil day 

      

      

    HALF TERM 

4th June Koalas Forest School 

5th June Whole School FOPS ‘Break the Rules Day’ 

10th June Owlets Class trip to Jimmy’s Farm 

11th June Owls Forest School 

18th June Panthers Forest School 

23rd June Year 5 Taster Day at Hedingham School 

23rd June Key Stage 2 Trip to Essex Schools Food and Farming Day at ARU, Writtle 

25th June Owls Forest School 

25th & 26th June Year 6 Transition Days at secondary schools 

28th June Whole School  FOPS Summer Fair 12-3pm 

30th June Whole School  Sports Day (weather allowing) 

2nd July Koalas Forest School 

2nd July Whole School Reserve Sports Day date 

9th July Owls Forest School 

16th July Panthers Forest School 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


