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Friday 1st May 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderful week it has been at our school! We are thrilled to share that Koala 
Class had a fantastic day at the British Museum yesterday. Their behaviour was exem-
plary, and they truly set a wonderful example as role models for their peers. Well done, 
Koala Class! 

We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
recent Book Fair. It was a resounding success! All proceeds will go towards purchasing 
new books for our school, ensuring our children have access to a wide range of reading 
materials. 

Looking ahead, there’s just over a week to go until the Halstead Marathon! If you’d like 
to come and support Mr Nichols, he will be running the route on Sunday 10th. The Kings 
Head in Pebmarsh will be selling delicious bacon rolls and hot drinks, and refreshments 
will also be available for purchase on the field behind the leisure centre in Halstead, 
which is also the finish line. Runners will leave the start line at 9:30 am, so come along 
and cheer them on! 

On Wednesday, we will hold a SATS meeting for Year 6 parents in Panther Class. We 
encourage all parents to attend, as it will provide valuable information regarding the 
upcoming assessments. 

Additionally, we invite you to join us for a maths tour on Wednesday morning to see 
how maths is taught in our school. Please call the office to book your space. 

As a reminder, Primary Education will be our wrap-around care provider starting Mon-
day, 11th May. If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so at your earliest convenience. 

Lastly, we are in need of socks for our collection, as our supply is running low. Children 
often borrow them and forget to return them, so any donations would be greatly ap-
preciated. We could also use a refresh of our fancy dress outfits. If you have any cos-
tumes your children no longer use, please consider donating them to the school. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Warm regards, 

Miss Gage 

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Diary Dates 

6th May 

SATS meeting for Year 6 par-

ents 3.30pm 

10th May 

Halstead marathon 

(Mr Nichols is participating!) 

W/C 11th May 

KS2 SATS 

14th May 

EYFS assembly from The Den-

tal Clinic 

21st May 

Panther Class Trip to 

Braintree Museum 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Owl Class for the highest attendance in April! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 91.96% 92.10% 

Infants 95.67% 94.17% 

Lower Juniors 97.50% 95.93% 

Upper Juniors 90.86% 95.40% 

Whole School 93.99% 94.40% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 1
st
 May 2026 

Pebmarsh Cup – Isobel in Owlets 

Your friends have said you are kind, and you take care of them.  You always ask them to play and you help them 

when they need it.  You are a lovely friend.  And just simply, people absolutely adore you!  We love having you in 

Owlets Isobel. 

 

Panthers – Amalie - Nurturing 

Amalie since joining our class you have made such a fantastic positive impact. You are fantastic at cheering people up 

when they are down and always know the right thing to say. You brighten the day of not just those around you, but 

everyone and during this busy period you are the friend and classmate that everyone needs. You make everyone feel 

welcome, this was especially evident when we welcomed a new member to our class recently and you treated them 

like you had known them forever. This ensured they felt safe and cared for and is a brilliant representation of who 

you are as a person. Well done Amalie, keep being your amazing self!  

 

Koalas –   Willow – Self-motivation 

I am truly overwhelmed by how much you have flourished in Year 4. Your journey this year has been remarkable, 

and it is a joy to witness your growth. You are confident, bright, and sassy, and these qualities shine through in every-

thing you do.  Your self-motivation to be awesome is truly inspiring. You have embraced challenges with enthusiasm 

and have shown resilience in the face of difficulties. This determination not only enhances your learning but also en-

courages those around you to strive for their best.  Keep nurturing that incredible spirit within you. Continue to be-

lieve in yourself, and the sky is the limit! 

Owls – Wynter – Self-motivaation and Imaginative 

Wynter, you have worked SO hard this week, creating, writing and publishing your own ‘Lost’ story.  It has been 

fabulous to see your self-confidence grow in your own abilities and I look forward to seeing your first book pub-

lished!  Well done Wynter, we are so proud of you! 

Owlets – Esme – Self-motivation 

Esme, you have blown us away with your resilience, tackling any tricky challenge with a smile on your face and a 

give it a go attitude.  We love this positivity!  Your independent writing and problem solving in Maths has not gone 

unnoticed.  Keep being you Esme, you are on fire!! 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Rosie  

This week we welcomed a new member to Panther class to see if 

they would like to join us. Her most favourite thing about the 

school was you, this just goes to show how much of an impact 

your kindness had. Thank you for being so lovely and welcoming.  

















St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 
Date Yr Group Event 

16th April Koalas Forest School 

17th April Eco club Cressing Temple Barns trip 

23rd April Owls Forest School 

30th April Panthers Forest School 

30th April Koalas Class trip to British Museum, London 

6th May Year 6 SATS meeting for parents 3.30pm 

7th May Owls Forest School 

10th May Mr Nichols Halstead marathon 

14th May Panthers Forest School 

21st May Owls Forest School 

21st May Panthers Trip to Braintree Museum 

22nd May Whole School  Non pupil day 

      

      

    HALF TERM 

4th June Koalas Forest School 

5th June Whole School FOPS ‘Break the Rules Day’ 

10th June Owlets Class trip to Jimmy’s Farm 

11th June Owls Forest School 

18th June Panthers Forest School 

23rd June Year 5 Taster Day at Hedingham School 

23rd June Key Stage 2 Trip to Essex Schools Food and Farming Day at ARU, Writtle 

25th June Owls Forest School 

25th & 26th June Year 6 Transition Days at secondary schools 

28th June Whole School  FOPS Summer Fair 12-3pm 

30th June Whole School  Sports Day (weather allowing) 

2nd July Koalas Forest School 

2nd July Whole School Reserve Sports Day date 

9th July Owls Forest School 

16th July Panthers Forest School 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


