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Friday 15th May 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had another wonderful week in school, full of hard work, kindness and plenty 
of reasons to feel proud. A huge thank you goes to Mr Nichols, who has raised a fantas-
tic £2003 for our playground equipment. We are so grateful for his dedication and com-
mitment, and we would also like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who spon-
sored him. What an amazing effort for our children to benefit from! 

A special well done to our Year 6 pupils for completing their SATs this week. You were 
amazing, resilient and it really did not faze you. We are incredibly proud of the calm, 
mature attitude you showed throughout. Please remember that these tests do not 
measure how amazing you are at being awesome — they simply capture a snapshot of a 
few days, not the brilliant children you are every day.  

Owlets also had a very exciting visit from the dentist. They learnt all about how to keep 
their teeth clean and healthy. The dentist will be back next week to have a look at the 
children’s teeth. 

We would also like to share some important updates for families. In the very near fu-
ture, we will be using Arbor as our main MIS system. This means we will not be using 
ParentPay for much longer. To help with this change, we ask all parents and carers to 
download the Arbor app. Next week, we will send further instructions on how to set 
yourselves up. Please also click on this link   chrome-extension://
efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://8475353.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/
hubfs/8475353/1.%20Sales%20Enablement%20Hub/Handouts/Handout:%20Arbor%
20Parent%20App%20poster.pdf for more information. 

If you are struggling for childcare during the May half term, please take a look at page 
5 for details of a holiday camp being run by our wraparound care providers at various 
locations. 

For those of you who have already used our new wraparound care facility, which start-
ed this week, we would be very grateful if you could complete a review here: 
https://uk.trustpilot.com/review/primary-education.co.uk?  

Finally, please remember that next week we have an INSET day on Friday, so school will 
be closed for staff training. That means just a four-day week left for this half term. 

A final attendance reminder: please do not ask children to keep secrets from us about 
upcoming holidays. We are trusted adults in their lives, and being asked to keep a se-
cret goes 
against all of our 
beliefs as a school 

and is detri-

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Diary Dates 

21st May 

Panther Class Trip to 

Braintree Museum 

Break up for half term 

22nd May 

Non pupil day 

1st June 

Return to school 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Owl Class for the highest attendance in April! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 90% 91.71% 

Infants 92.31% 94.10% 

Lower Juniors 95.33% 95.91% 

Upper Juniors 94.44% 95.25% 

Whole School 93.02% 94.24% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 15th May 2026 

Pebmarsh Cup – Thea in Koalas 

Thea, you have been chosen by the Koala Class to receive the Pebmarsh cup this week.  They say you follow the 

school rules, you are kind and caring, always determined to help others, .  You are funny and honest, friendly and 

nurturing to everyone.  Everything you do, you do with style!  Someone even said your Greek myth was AMAZING!  

Well done Thea, you are a fantastic member of the Koala class. 

Panthers – Year 6 – SHINE 

Year 6, this week you have all shown incredible bravery, determination and perseverance to make it through your 

SATS week. Despite all of the challenges, you have all done your absolute best and we are all very proud of you.  

SATS doesn't just happen over a week. It is a culmination of years of hard work and you should all be incredibly 

proud of what you have achieved this week. Well done for getting through it and setting a fantastic example to the 

rest of the school.  

Koalas –   Ottilie - Imaginative 

You are receiving this Gold Award for being incredibly imaginative and creative in everything you do. I am extremely 

impressed with the fantastic ideas you came up with for your Greek myth story plan, and I am so excited to read the 

finished result.  I was also so proud of the amazing role play you performed with your partner. You showed great 

confidence, expression and teamwork, and it was wonderful to watch how much effort you both put into your per-

formance.  You should be very proud of yourself and all the effort you put into your learning. Keep believing in your 

ideas and continue being such an amazing, imaginative role model to others. 

Owls – Amelia – Self-motivation 

Amelia you have been working so hard in class and it is shining through in all that you do. You walk through the 

door with a smile on your face and a spring in your step and you are developing a growing 'can do' attitude. Mrs 

Watkins and I have seen huge improvements in every area of your learning and in you as a person who is a valued 

and loved member of our class. Keep going Amelia because this means that there is no limit to what you can positive-

ly do and achieve in all areas of your life 

Owlets –Rafe – Self motivation 

Rafe, you are such a helpful and kind member of the class, always offering to do a job and showing so much compas-

sion.  Not only that, but has it been wonderful to watch your confidence grow in phonics and become an independ-

ent learner. Well done Rafe, never change! 

 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mr Nichols 

There is only one person that can receive this star this week and 

that is Mr Nichols. It was his first ever marathon and he absolutely 

smashed it! Well done! 















St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 
Date Yr Group Event 

16th April Koalas Forest School 

17th April Eco club Cressing Temple Barns trip 

23rd April Owls Forest School 

30th April Panthers Forest School 

30th April Koalas Class trip to British Museum, London 

6th May Year 6 SATS meeting for parents 3.30pm 

7th May Owls Forest School 

10th May Mr Nichols Halstead marathon 

14th May Panthers Forest School 

14th May Owlets Visit from dental nurse to talk about oral hygiene 

21st May Owls Forest School 

21st May Panthers Trip to Braintree Museum 

21st May Owlets ‘Lift the Lip’ visit from the dentist 

22nd May Whole School  Non pupil day 

    HALF TERM 

4th June Koalas Forest School 

5th June Whole School FOPS ‘Break the Rules Day’ 

10th June Owlets Class trip to Jimmy’s Farm 

11th June Owls Forest School 

18th June Panthers Forest School 

23rd June Year 5 Taster Day at Hedingham School 

23rd June Key Stage 2 Trip to Essex Schools Food and Farming Day at ARU, Writtle 

25th June Owls Forest School 

25th & 26th June Year 6 Transition Days at secondary schools 

28th June Whole School  FOPS Summer Fair 12-3pm 

30th June Whole School  Sports Day (weather allowing) 

2nd July Koalas Forest School 

2nd July Whole School Reserve Sports Day date 

9th July Owls Forest School 

16th July Panthers Forest School 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


