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Friday 10th July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy and joyful week in school, and there has been so much to cele-
brate. A huge well done to our KS2 children for their amazing performance of Oliver! It 
was a fantastic production, full of confidence, talent and enthusiasm, and we are in-
credibly proud of everyone involved. Thank you to the teachers for all of their hard 
work behind the scenes, and to parents for providing such brilliant costumes that 
helped bring the show to life. 

We would also like to say a very big thank you to FOPS, who raised an impressive 
£2,311.78 at the summer fair. What a wonderful achievement! Your support makes 
such a difference to our school, and we are so grateful for the time, energy and enthusi-
asm that went into making the event such a success. 

If you would like to see some lovely examples of creativity, please do take a look at page 
4 for pictures by our Art Club. Art Club will start up again in September, and we are 
looking forward to seeing more wonderful work then. In the meantime, Mrs Wells is 
running a summer club in school, so please see page 5 for more details. 

Please keep an eye out next week, as after our food tasting afternoon we will be pub-
lishing our new menus on Arbor. We will then ask you to order meals for the first week 
back in September. 

A reminder that the library summer reading challenge begins on Saturday 18th July. 
Vouchers have gone home today, so please sign up and keep reading over the summer 
holidays. 

Colne Engaine have informed us today that they will only be supplying rolls next week, 
except for Thursday when the  main choice will be fishfingers. We apologise for any 
inconvenience. We will ask the children each morning what they would like in their roll, 
unless they bring a packed lunch. 

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our new Owlets this week. They have 
settled in beautifully and are already feeling like part of the family. 

Finally, everyone is warmly invited to our leavers’ service on Thursday morning at 9.15 
am in the church. We will also be saying farewell to Rev Bev and Jo Clayman, our chair 
of governors, both of whom have given amazing support to our school community and 
will be very much missed. 

Miss Gage 
United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Diary Dates 

14th July 

New menu tasting  

3.20pm-4.20pm 

16th July  

Leavers’ assembly—

9.15am in church 

17th July 

Break up for summer 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Owl Class for the highest attendance in June! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 92.09% 90.99% 

Infants 90.74% 94.25% 

Lower Juniors 97.33% 95.78% 

Upper Juniors 93.46% 94.42% 

Whole School 93.70% 94.30% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 10th July 

Pebmarsh Cup  - Luke 

Congratulations on winning the Pebmarsh Cup!  You received the most votes because your classmates say you are 

really good friend – you have been described as an inspirational person who is liked by everyone.  You had so many 

comments on how well you did with the music for the performance of Oliver this week, which shows that working 

behind the scenes is very important too!  Well done Luke, we all know what a wonderful Year 6 you are going to be! 

Panthers –  

 

Well done to the entire cast of Oliver, you have all been absolutely brilliant and worked incredibly hard to make the 

show as brilliant as it is.  You should all be so proud of your efforts, you set a very high bar for next year!  

Koalas – Whole class – Self-motivation 

Congratulations to the whole class for winning the Gold Award!  This is for your amazing effort, hard work and fan-

tastic teamwork during the school performances of Oliver!.  You all tried your very best, practised with enthusiasm, 

supported each other and shone on stage.  Your smiles, confidence and determination helped make the show a won-

derful success.  Well done Koala class, you should all be very proud of yourselves! 

Owls – Sidney – Self-motivation 

Sidney, you have settled in so well to Owl Class and life at St. John’s, it’s like you’ve been here forever!  You are an 

absolute delight to have in class, and a pleasure to teach - we are just sad we don’t have you for longer in the Owl 

Class, but we also know you will be amazing in the Koala Class. 

Owlets – Nurturing  

Owlets you have done us so proud the last few weeks. Transitioning beautifully into Owls, so much so Mrs Lock and Mrs Wat-

kins did not want to give you back. You took it upon yourselves to set up some activities you thought the new Owlets would 

love which was so thoughtful. You are all so kind, thoughtful and just amazing! Well done Owlets! 

 

 

 

Miss Gage’s Shining Star of the week is: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mrs Baldock 

As all of you know, we have switched over to a new system called 

Arbor. Now this has been a marathon of change and learning and 

Mrs Baldock has been instrumental in this! Without her, I do not 

know what we would have done. Thank you for always taking 

these things in your stride and doing so with a smile! 



Some of the art club’s Picasso style portraits in oil 









St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 
Date Yr Group Event 

16th April Koalas Forest School 

17th April Eco club Cressing Temple Barns trip 

23rd April Owls Forest School 

30th April Panthers Forest School 

30th April Koalas Class trip to British Museum, London 

6th May Year 6 SATS meeting for parents 3.30pm 

7th May Owls Forest School 

10th May Mr Nichols Halstead marathon 

14th May Panthers Forest School 

14th May Owlets Visit from dental nurse to talk about oral hygiene 

21st May Owls Forest School 

21st May Panthers Trip to Braintree Museum 

21st May Owlets ‘Lift the Lip’ visit from the dentist 

22nd May Whole School  Non pupil day 

    HALF TERM 

4th June Koalas Forest School 

5th June Whole School FOPS ‘Break the Rules Day’ 

9th June Whole School  Class photographs 

10th June Owlets Class trip to Jimmy’s Farm 

11th June Owls Forest School 

18th June Panthers Forest School 

23rd June Key Stage 2 Trip to ARU, Writtle, Essex Schools food and farming day 

24th June Year 5 Taster Day at Hedingham School 

25th June Owls Forest School 

25th & 26th June Year 6 Transition Days at some secondary schools 

28th June Whole School  FOPS Summer Fair 12-3pm 

30th June Whole School  Sports Day (weather allowing) 

2nd July Koalas Forest School 

2nd July Whole School Reserve Sports Day date 

3rd July Selected pupils Athletics event at Hedingham School 

8th July Key Stage 2 Summer performance of ‘Oliver’ in village hall at 9.30am & 1pm 

9th July Owls Forest School—CANCELLED 

10th July  Key Stage 2  Summer performance of ‘Oliver’ in village hall at 4pm 

14th July Whole School  Food tasting afternoon 

16th July Panthers Forest School—CANCELLED 

 16th July Everyone welcome Year 6 leavers’ assembly 9.15am 

 17th July Whole School Break up for summer holidays 

      

      

      


