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Friday 17th July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of another school year, it is a lovely time to pause and re-
flect on everything our school community has achieved together. Today I posted 
a speech from Rev Bev on ClassDojo, as I believe she really captures the heart of 
our school and the values we hold dear. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the leavers’ service yesterday. It was a 
special and memorable occasion, and we are incredibly proud of all of our Year 6 
children as they prepare for the next exciting step in their journey. We also said 
goodbye to the children who are moving on to new schools today, and we wish 
them every success and happiness for the future. 

We also took the opportunity to say farewell to Jo Clayman, our Chair of Gover-
nors, who has supported the school through some times of change. Her dedica-
tion and commitment have meant so much to the whole school community. 
Alongside this, we said goodbye to Rev Bev, who has been a tremendous sup-
port to everyone, including me. We are truly grateful to both Rev Bev and Jo 
Clayman for all they have done for the school, and we thank them warmly for 
their kindness, guidance and care. 

Please do take a look at pages 5 and 6 for details of summer activities, as there 
are plenty of ideas to keep everyone busy over the holidays. 

A huge well done to Panthers for winning the highest attendance award this 
year — a fantastic achievement! 

Finally, we are delighted to share that Pebmarsh School turns 60 this year. 
Please see page 8 for further information. All funds raised will go towards the 
school, so we hope you will support this very special celebration. 

Please remember that our support never stops, and I will be contactable via 
ClassDojo or email over the holidays if there is anything that you need. 

Wishing you all a wonderful summer holiday. Stay safe and look after each oth-
er. 

Miss Gage 

United we strive for excellence-together we shine 

Diary Dates 

1st September 

Non pupil day 

2nd September 

Children back to school 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

                                 Our schools attendance target is 96% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Panther Class for the highest attendance in July! 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL 

(NOT CLASS DOJO ) IF YOUR CHILD IS OFF SICK OR WILL BE COLLECTED BY A 

DIFFERENT ADULT  -  THANK YOU. 

If your child is off sick from school, please notify the school office no later than 

9.25am—school policy states we need to be notified every day of absence.  Please 

either email admin@st-john.essex.sch.uk or phone and leave a message if no       

answer. 

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment during school hours, please 

complete a Medical Leave of Absence form which are available in the school office. 

Please Note: Trainers are permitted but they must be black with no other colours. 

Otherwise, black shoes must be worn. 

Long hair needs to be tied back safely, no jewellery to be worn in school apart 

from small stud earrings and a watch. No nail varnish.  

Unexpected School Closures 

If we have to close school unexpectedly - parents will be informed via email and  
Class Dojo 

Alternatively, information can be found on the Essex School Closures page at: 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures 
 

The decision to close the school is never taken lightly. 
Please select your child’s school meals as far in advance as you can—but no later 

than 9am  on Thursday for the following week.  Any orders placed 

after this time will not be processed .Thank you. 

 

 

 This Week 

Fri-Thurs 

Year to date 

EYFS 88.57% 90.92% 

Infants 88.33% 94.07% 

Lower Juniors 95% 95.76% 

Upper Juniors 91.92% 94.35% 

Whole School 91.3% 94.21% 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/emergency-school-closures


Gold awards 17th July 

Pebmarsh Cup  - Harrison in Owlets 

Harrison, your classmates say that you are a good friend, you help everyone to do things, you are 

kind and you help tidy up!  You are a very valued member of our class and we know Owls will 

be lucky to have you in September. 

Panthers—See next page 

Koalas – Theo Da. Imaginative 

Well done Theo for winning this week's Gold Award!  You have shown fantastic initiative by 

choosing to continue your creative writing independently. You have worked hard to create an 

exciting and imaginative story, adding lots of thoughtful details to make it enjoyable to read. 

Even more impressively, Theo, you  confidently shared your writing with the class, inspiring oth-

ers with your creativity and enthusiasm. You should be very proud of the independence, courage, 

and creativity you have shown. Well done, Theo! 

Owls – Freddy - Imaginative 

Freddie - it is never easy going to a new class or a new school but it is as if you have always been 

with us since joining us this term. This week you have showed us how incredible your imagination 

can be when creating with the duplo various bug houses alongside your friends, inventuring in 

Curious Quests for the Faithful Friends and Greg and in the stories you tell us when working 

alongside us in different lessons. You have been telling jokes, laughing and smiling alongside oth-

ers and being a fabulous member of our Owl Class community. Well done Freddie.  

 

Owlets – Oscar  - Self-motivation 

Oscar, you are winning our Gold award this week for always trying your best – especially at im-

proving your resilience and showing you can do it!  You are an amazing friend and light up the 

room with your happy, smiley face!  We will miss you in Owlets but we know you will be fantas-

tic in Owl Class! 



Panthers – Toby – Self motivation   

  

Toby, throughout your time at our school you have always given your absolute best in everything that you do. You are a fantastic 

role model to everyone in the sc  

hool and despite the high expectations we have of you, you always manage to surprise us by how fantastic you 

are.  Well done Toby!   

  

Saffron – Nurturing   

 

Saffron, you always put the needs of others before your own, that has been clear to see throughout the time you have spent at our 

school.  In our class you are always willing to help others learn and grow when they find something difficult; outside, you ensure 

that everyone is having a fantastic time and no one is left out.  Well done Saffron!   

  

Lana: - Imaginative   

Lana, you bring imagination to every aspect of life. Our classroom would be much less creative and entertaining without your fan-

tastic ideas. You bring a fantastic positive energy to school everyday which is matched only by your want to learn and succeed. 

The classroom will be very different without you and your imaginative spirit in it.   Well done Lana!  

  

Finley – Honesty   

Finley, you act with honesty and integrity every single day but they are only two of the many qualities that have made you a fan-

tastic learner and classmate throughout your time at our school. You consistently show all our school qualities whilst going above 

and beyond them each day without a second thought. You should be incredibly proud of everything you have achieved in and 

outside of school. Well done Finley  

 

Stanley – Self-motivation   

 

Stanley, you are incredibly headstrong and I truly believe that you can achieve whatever you set your mind to. Your ability to 

adapt quickly and solve problems is fantastic and something you should never underestimate. The classroom will be a much less 

energetic and enthusiastic place without you but we are all sure to remember the joy you have bought to everyone in Panther class 

throughout your time with us.  Well done Stan!  

  

Kieran – Self motivation   

  

Kieran, you are a fantastic learner who has shown that working hard and listening to feedback can have a huge impact. You are not 

shy to take on feedback and use it to help you improve and grow as a learner and a person. Your confidence has come on tremen-

dously since you joined us last year and it has been brilliant to see you grow into a mature and confident learn-

er. Well done Kieran!   

  

Ares – Honesty   

  

Ares, throughout your time as our school you have been incredibly honest with us and yourself, this has resulted in you growing 

tremendously as a learner and a person. You have overcome difficult situations with a sense of pride and self-respect 

and delt with difficult situations in a more mature way than most adults. You should be very proud of the person you have be-

come.  

Well done Ares!   

  

Mariella – Imaginative  

Mariella, since joining us you have put a Mariella style spin on every single day. You approach life with a fantastic open-minded 

attitude which allows you to have (and share) a unique perspective on everything that you do. Your imaginative mind knows no 

bounds and helps to spread joy and creativity every single day. Because of this unique perspective you have and will continue to 

have great success throughout the rest of education and life.  Well done Mariella!   

  

  

Isaac – Empathy  

Isaac, throughout your time at our school you have shown that you are an incredibly empathetic person who consistently puts oth-

er first. You have developed into a great leader and act as a true leader should, leading by example and helping those who are 

struggling. You are a brilliant learner and person who I'm sure will achieve great things not just for yourself, but for the rest of 

world.  Well done Isaac!   

  

Poppy – Honesty   

  

Poppy, since joining us you have flourished as a person as a learner. It has been fantastic to see your honesty when embracing your 

fears and overcoming obstacles. You have grown into a true reflection of yourself, showing all your fantastic qualities each day. 

You should feel incredibly proud of the progress that you have made since you joined us because we are very proud of 

you.   Well done Poppy!   

  

Amalie – Self motivation  

  

Amalie, no one has faced the same challenges that you have but despite this you work incredibly hard every day and never make 

excuses when things get hard. You have a fantastic attitude for learning and life which is infectious and helps to brighten everyone's 

day. This attitude will take you far in life and I know that you can achieve anything that you set your mind 

too. Well done Amalie!  

  













St John the Baptist Primary School  

Spring Term 2025-2026 

Parent Calendar 
Date Yr Group Event 

16th April Koalas Forest School 

17th April Eco club Cressing Temple Barns trip 

23rd April Owls Forest School 

30th April Panthers Forest School 

30th April Koalas Class trip to British Museum, London 

6th May Year 6 SATS meeting for parents 3.30pm 

7th May Owls Forest School 

10th May Mr Nichols Halstead marathon 

14th May Panthers Forest School 

14th May Owlets Visit from dental nurse to talk about oral hygiene 

21st May Owls Forest School 

21st May Panthers Trip to Braintree Museum 

21st May Owlets ‘Lift the Lip’ visit from the dentist 

22nd May Whole School  Non pupil day 

    HALF TERM 

4th June Koalas Forest School 

5th June Whole School FOPS ‘Break the Rules Day’ 

9th June Whole School  Class photographs 

10th June Owlets Class trip to Jimmy’s Farm 

11th June Owls Forest School 

18th June Panthers Forest School 

23rd June Key Stage 2 Trip to ARU, Writtle, Essex Schools food and farming day 

24th June Year 5 Taster Day at Hedingham School 

25th June Owls Forest School 

25th & 26th June Year 6 Transition Days at some secondary schools 

28th June Whole School  FOPS Summer Fair 12-3pm 

30th June Whole School  Sports Day (weather allowing) 

2nd July Koalas Forest School 

2nd July Whole School Reserve Sports Day date 

3rd July Selected pupils Athletics event at Hedingham School 

8th July Key Stage 2 Summer performance of ‘Oliver’ in village hall at 9.30am & 1pm 

9th July Owls Forest School—CANCELLED 

10th July  Key Stage 2  Summer performance of ‘Oliver’ in village hall at 4pm 

14th July Whole School  Food tasting afternoon 

16th July Panthers Forest School—CANCELLED 

 16th July Everyone welcome Year 6 leavers’ assembly 9.15am 

 17th July Whole School Break up for summer holidays 

      

      

      


